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Abstract

Freedom is one of the oldest concepts in the history of political thoughts of which numerous thinkers
have shown various reactions to it. Apart from this thinkers, there were many theorists who tried to
explain the concept into various theory frameworks using the thinkers’ opinions. The present survey
attempts to explain Shahid Beheshti’s thoughts about freedom by applying these theories. In fact it tries
to answer this question that to which typology of freedom the freedom category in Shahid Beheshti’s
thoughts is kindred. It is not possible to explain his thoughts respectively using Berlin’s negative and
positive theories because in his viewpoint regarding freedom he sees some obstacles on the individual’s
activities due to obeying Islamic principles and limiting goals living in an Islamic society. Considering that
freedom in Shahid Beheshti’s thoughts means releasing from ignorance, superstition, poverty, natural
constraints, having choice right and knowledge so the Crenston’s progressive freedom theory seems to

be the most suitable one to explain of his because it has more relation and kindred to it.

Key words: Political thoughts, freedom theories, Shahid Beheshti’s thoughts, Negative theory of

freedom, positive theory of freedom, Progressive freedom, Ayzaya Berlin!, Crenston!
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